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lent prelude to algebra. This newly acquired arithmetic
ability is needed in budgeting time and money, keeping
accounts, and studying financial problems in connection with
the social sciences.
THE    SOCIAL    SCIENCES
It is usually assumed that nine- to twelve-year-old children
have an avid interest in facts. Certainly, the accurate knowl-
edge some ten-year-old boys possess about airplanes, automo-
biles, and practical science puts many an adult to shame.
The results of tests indicate the increase in knowledge of
geographical facts which may be expected in this period. In
historical and scientific knowledge there should also be a
marked advance. Accompanying the increase in knowledge
should be an advance in solving problems, seeing relation-
ships, and making application to present conditions. These
abilities are ends to which the acquisition of facts is only
a means. Reeder 29 suggested two ideas which should be
dominant in the teaching of geography: (1) the building
of permanent interests and (2) the recognition of causal
relationships.
The most vital problem in connection with the social
studies is: What facts should be taught? Recent reports
of commissions concerned with this problem30 emphasize
the basic importance of studying the contemporary social
scene — its "shift from individualism in economy to corpo-
rate or social action," from "an economy of scarcity toward
one of plenty," its "rapid changes in occupational demands,
and results of technological unemployment/* The social
studies in grades four to eight should contribute to the
pupil's understanding of his role in the world today.
Research in the social sciences, as in spelling and arith-
metic, has resulted in the policy of reducing the number of
»    29 Edwin H, Reeder, "Spirit o£ Modern Geography Teaching/' Teachers
College Record, XXVIII (January, 1927), 445-452,
so Norton and Norton, pp. 163-215. See also Rolla M. Tyron, The Social
Sciences as School Subjects. Report oC the Committee on the Social Studies,
American Historical Association, Part XI. New York: Charles Scribner's
Sons, 1935.

